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BATTALION CHIEF BURNS: Today's date is 

December 14, 2001. The time is 1:19 a.m. 

I am Battalion Chief Robert Burns, safety 

battalion of the New York City Fire Department. 

I'm conducting an interview with -- 

FIREFIGHTER PARRIS: Firefighter Parris, ist 

Grade, Engine 21. 

BATTALION CHIEF BURNS: With regards to the 

events of September 11, 2001. 

Q. If you would, just tell us in your own words 
what happened on that date. 

A. We responded first on the 6th alarm, and we 
loaded up extra bottles, everything we think we might 
need, extra Scott bottles and oxygen, in case there 
were a lot of injured members and pedestrians. 

We left quarters. We got downtown in the 
vicinity of the World Trade Center. We tried to get as 
close as possible to supply the building, supply the 
siamese. Came down West, and I made a left onto Vesey 
Street, and I was -- I parked the rig by a fire hydrant 
in front of the post office, and supplied the World 
Trade Center across the street right near West and 
Vesey. 


I was standing on the corner of West and 
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Vesey by the post office as the company went to the 
command post. There we saw 28 engine, and I think it 
was 33 engine. Their pumpers were in the same 
vicinity, and the three chauffeurs were supplying the 
Siamese in that particular intersection. 

After supplying the building, I was listening 
to the transmissions and standing at that corner. We 
began to just see people jumping left and right 
constantly, two-minute interval, maybe a minute and a 
half. 

After that, FBI agent came down the block. 

He identified some landing gear that was in front of 
our rig, asked me to make sure no pedestrians came down 
the block to interfere with any type of metals and 
debris that were there, because they were trying to 
identify to put the pieces back together for the 

plane. 

At that particular time, one member from here 
that was detailed to 7 truck had just come down, 
because 7 truck left before he got to their quarters. 
He took my Scott bottle out of the cab at one of the 
compartments, and from there I left West and Vesey, the 
actual corner, I left there by the parking garage, to 


close the compartment that he left open and to put my 
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shoes on the rig. 

At that particular time, I saw another FBI 
agent come by, who was starting to log some of the 
things. He was on his transmission, talking to 
whoever. They told me that another plane was in the 
area, and we thought that -- the chauffeurs -- some of 
the guys that were out in the street thought it was a 
third plane. 

At that particular time, I walked to the 
corner of Church, because I heard the plane, but I 
couldn't see anything. Afraid it was going to hit the 
same part of the twin tower and make it topple and 
start a domino effect. As I got to the corner of 
Church and Vesey, that's when the building, the south 
tower, came down right on the corner, and from that 
point on, it was like mayhem for me. 

I ran towards the Brooklyn Bridge, in that 
vicinity, just running. I got maybe about three, four 
blocks. It was difficult for me to run, and I was 
slowing down, and a plain clothes cop, police officer, 
was running by, grabbed my turnout coat and was telling 
me to keep running. 

From that point on, I saw someone open a 


door, and we just dove inside the door. After the dust 
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settled, came outside, and I heard transmissions from 
21 engine standpipe, the guy that had the control. I 
heard him calling, but he couldn't hear my 
transmissions to him, so I was making my way back to 
the scene, and I was hearing a lot of members. 

I heard 39 chauffeur. I heard him calling 
his unit. And 16 truck, he was getting no feedback. 
In trying to make my way back, I can't remember what 
street we were on, but it was a bunch of cars, buses, 
mail trucks, Fire Department, all types of vehicles 
that was on fire before you can actually make it to the 
scene, so there was no pressure, no hydrant pressure. 

The responding companies that were coming in, 
we started breaking windows or trimming windows to see 
if the buildings had a system that was already fed 
where we can get a line off of it, get some kind of 
pressure to get closer to the scene. We had to get 
past these cars. 

At that point, it just looked like a war 
zone, and I was -- can't draw back that much of who I 
saw or where I saw them. People thought that I was 
missing at one point for a long time. It was some 
truck coming from Brooklyn. I don't know if it was 101 


truck said he heard that I was one of the missing, and 
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they were looking for me, and he sent me to another 
command post that was -- when they changed it and put a 
command post down by the Brooklyn Bridge, and told me 
just report there to let members Know that -- and the 
chief in charge of the command post that I was still 
here. 

I got back to -- when we outted the car 
fires, I got back to the actual scene, and just as we 
got back there, I think was with Lieutenant Curran from 
9 MetroTech, and the building's second tower started to 
come down, and we had to run again. 

Then we made it back after the second tower 
collapsed, and again we were helping with the pumping 
line and everything with the cars and debris, trying to 
get closer to the scene. After that was just digging, 
you Know, and just seeing other guys come in. 

I was seeing people -- I thought I was seeing 
guys there because people were coming and asking you, 
you know, other members, and PD was coming down, has 
family on the job, and asking you if you saw so and so, 
because they saw your unit on your helmet, knowing that 
they were working that battalion and whatever and 
figured we'd run in together and asking if you saw a 


family member or friend. 
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I thought I saw quite a few guys that I saw, 
but not thinking, we were just at a funeral in Staten 
Island, not even -- I don't even know if it was a week 
ago, so I thought I saw these guys there where these 
guys were lost. So it was all -- I don't know if you 
call it shell shocked or what, but it was quick for me, 
because I was outside, but it was late, much later on 
in the day before I hooked up with anybody from my 
unit. 

The backup, I believe, was Jimmy Foley. He 
had a radio, because just recently we started carrying 
radios for the backup, and I couldn't hear -- I didn't 
hear any response from Jimmy. I don't know if he was 
giving any transmissions, but Mike Burn was the only 
guy I heard, and Mike couldn't hear me. The captain I 
couldn't hear. 

That was it for the guys from this company. 

BATTALION CHIEF BURNS: Great. Thanks for 

the interview. The time is 28 after, and the 


count number is 65. 


